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Benpnmm Mitten's chamber op-
via Atheet Hevrtng may nol be as
familiar (0 American mwliences s
Cavoen aml T Hoeme, bul it
steikes o chond close Lo human
malure,

Pitector  Jonmthan  Eaten hias
arccesded i Goding e hnan
sils 1o lis Bighthearted parody,
presented in Patricia Corbett The-
ater at the University of Cincinnati
Collegre-Conservatory of Music
aver Hhes ekl

I an ogwera st pokees fun al
small tewny pnenal  hypocrisy, the

OPERA REVIEW

danger is allowing its slock {]11;.1::
lers — schoolmarnm, vicar, police-
i, by Pasgmatiful = o becmme
slapstick caricatures, There was
pleaty af homor — evildenced by
ltequent chuckles froe the 200
present Saturday afternon — but
Mr. Eaten kept it keenly balameed
and  befievable. The action was
nquick-paced, and staging was visg-
ally imteresting, yel it never ale-
teaeen) framen Dbratben's  svanpder ful
serg, Thest of all dn this ensembilie
apera, Lhe cast was goite natueal

tesgether anel sinesing was G st-rate.

The whimsical, pastel =ei I
Tom Urnfeid and imaginative light-
ing (1.1, Cordellad lightoned the
Victorian heaviness of the s nish-
inge, costumes by I, Tyler
Stumplh and somewhat dated iy
ling, As il goes, e small town of
Laoxford is seeking a May Queen,
and Lady Hillows (=ung Saturday
alternonn by Flizaletl Harrison)
anmounces a prire of 26 sovers
eigne, ol the committes can't
v up o with o =aitably virlueos
yeumrgt il s Policessan gl
(Phitip Nosst) proposes a day King
== MAlbert Herring, wha is a lat

sinple™ and lives with bis mother.,

Emunciatinon was execllent
anone the east, Assistant comluc-
tor Kenneth Wenele, who was alert,
eificient and confilent, staved witl
e =ingers wnllagemgly and only
sommclimes overpowesed, (erhand
Samuel conducted the other per-
formtnees.)

The 13 piece mchestea created
a sense ol atmwsphere belween
seene changes and punctuated the
text ordenfully — such as e bve-
pestioann ot il freany Peesterar oo Jul
e Ut couled e Beard while Alherd
drank his rain laced lemeonaide,

The singers ranged from excep-

Firan, Einnon/Ease o 30 CENDS

-

tieral ey ﬁl’:lﬂd wilh the women
temling to push the sound in upper
registers. Inthe title role, Gary
Seydell captured Albert Herring's
witle ranpe of emations in Act 2
expertly — from insecurity (o (he
slow realization that he had Been
manipulated, to disgust and anger.
Equally persuasive was Scoll
Gregory, who as Sild, staod oul for
natural stage presence and
smonthness of vocal projection,
is duels wilth Naney (sweetly
sune by Elizabeth Saomlers) absoe
Iulely sizzled, Robeit Avrett was a
smodly, focused stamlout as (he
Vicar, Phitip Horst was a blustery

Iws=o a5 the police superintends
arl Chers Higgins (Uhe gayor)
paved an expressive tomor |
ane wanld have liked ta liear oy
[resin,

dhs. Marrisen hammesd it up
Ly Billows ancd prl'li(“l'![‘ll aflos
ful, sametimes strident va)
through her taxing voval role,

[ ser sty coateibuations we
el by Jeonifer Capalils, as o
prriin amd preper housekeeper, K
ga Heltont, as the raviteal;
schoolmarm and Lawra Backley
Mrs, Herring.




